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In this reading, Julie Hochstrasser studies African figures' presence in sumptuous Dutch still life paintings from the second half of the 17th century. According to her, how do these paintings portray Africans? What was the effect or implication of juxtaposing the figures with objects acquired through trade?
The remarkable outpouring of still life paintings led by the ‘Dutch Golden Age’ in the 17th century brought critics that belonged to two opposing sides of thought when it comes to interpreting them. The massive scope of the Dutch trade network of the 17th century is revealed in these striking paintings. Many argue that the pictures depict some religious meaning, while others may bring worldly narcissism concepts. In general, the rise of still life paintings in the Dutch portrayed the rise of urbanization, emphasizing commerce, trade, learning, and everyday life aspects.
            Julie Hochstrasser life painting tremendously depicts richly laid tables with an array of products such as the Moor, parrots, fruits and Porcelain vessels in an environment familiar to that of Dutch still life. These products are laid by an African servant. The striking images on these paintings portray roles played by black Africans who are far away from home. Just like the objects displayed in these paintings, disturbing as it is, black Africans were also used as commodities of trade of the West Indian Company in the 17th century. Since all other trade products are laid on the Dutch's richly tables, the African slave also serves the Dutch. 
         	   Over the centuries, the still-life art trade expresses personal views about luxury and excess religious symbolism; some may articulate ideas on human reflections on life and earth. Comparing these images with other trade objects in the 17th century devotes the importance of how these paintings were symbolic to the audience's view in those years. The artists purposefully displayed their items to show their painting skills.
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